
How To Respond To Questions 
About Sexual Orientation 

“Love Letter to a Lesbian“ 
 
 
 

Hi Friend! 
 

The following writing is taken from an article written by Jackie Hill-Perry, a woman who speaks openly about how 
the love and power of God saved her from a life of homosexuality. Through her writing, she makes it clear that 
God“s Word views homosexuality as sin, and that she couldn’t continue to embrace it when she embraced the 

Gospel!  
 

This is only a portion of the writing, but I believe the questions she poses are important to remember when facing 
ANY sin, even though they’re specifically pointed towards homosexuality. (The emphasis in the article is ours!) 

 
In Christ, The Administration Team at Upon The Rock 

 
(The article begins with the story of her time as a lesbian. This section immediately follows.) 

 

 

 

  In October 2008, at the age of nineteen, my superficial reality was shaken up by a deeper love, one from the 
outside — one that I’d heard of before but never experienced. For the first time, I was convicted of my sin in a 
way that made me consider everything I loved (idolized), and its consequences. 

  I looked at my life and saw that I had been in love with everything except God, and these decisions would 
ultimately be the death of me, eternally. My eyes were opened, and I began to believe everything God says in his 
word. I began to believe that what He says about sin, death, and hell were completely true. 

  And amazingly, at the same time that the penalty of my sin became true to me, so did the preciousness of the 
cross. A vision of God’s Son crucified, bearing the wrath I deserved, and an empty tomb displaying his power over 
death — all things I had heard before without any interest had become the most glorious revelation of love 
imaginable. 

  After realizing all of what I would have to give up, I said to God, “I cannot let these things or people go on my 
own. I love them too much. But I know you are good and strong enough to help me.” 

  Now, at the age of 23, I can say with all honesty that God has done just that. He has helped me love Him more 
than anything. 



   Now, why did I just tell you about this? I gave you a glimpse of my story because I want you to understand that I 
understand. But I also want you to know that I also understand how it feels to be in love with the Creator of the 
universe. To want nothing more than to be with him forever. To feel his grace, the best news ever announced to 
mankind. To see his forgiveness, that he would take such a wicked heart into his hands of mercy. 

   But with that in mind, we’re in a culture where stories like mine either seem impossible or hilarious, depending 
on the audience. Homosexuality is everywhere — from music, to TV, even sports. If you’d believe all that society 
had to say about homosexuality, you’d come to the conclusion that it is completely normal, even somewhat 
admirable. But that is far from the truth. God tells us that homosexuality is sinful, abominable, and unnatural 
(Leviticus 18:22; 20:13; Romans 1:18–32; 1 Corinthians 6:9–11; 1 Timothy 1:8–10). But if I were to be 
honest, sometimes homosexual attractions can seem natural to me. 
 

   I don’t think it’s a stretch to say that this may be your dilemma as well. You see what God has to say about 
homosexuality, but your heart doesn’t utter the same sentiments. God’s word says it’s sinful; your heart says it 
feels right. God’s word says it’s abominable; your heart says it’s delightful. God’s word says it’s unnatural; your 
heart says it’s totally normal. Do you see that there is a clear divide between what God’s word says and how your 
heart feels? 

So, which voice should you believe? 

 There was a time in my walk with Christ where I experienced a lot of temptation about falling back into 
lesbianism. These temptations caused me to doubt God’s word. My temptations and desires began to become 
more real to me than the truth of the Bible.  
 
  As I was praying and meditating on these things, God put this impression on my heart: “Jackie, you have to 
believe that my word is true even if it contradicts how you feel.”  
 
Wow! This is right.  
 
Either I trust in His word or I trust my own feelings. Either I look to Him for the pleasure my soul craves or I 
search for it in lesser things. Either I walk in obedience to what He says or I reject his truth as if it were a lie. 
 
The struggle with homosexuality is a battle of faith. Is God my joy? Is He good enough? Or am I still looking 
to broken cisterns to quench a thirst only He can satisfy? That is the battle. It is for me, and it is for you. 
 
The choice is yours, my friend. I pray you put your faith in Christ and flee from the lies of our society that 
coincide with the voices of your heart — a heart that Scripture says is wicked and deceitful (Jeremiah 17:9).  
 
Run to Jesus instead. 
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You were made for Him (Romans 11:36). He is ultimately all that you need! He is good and wise (Psalm 145:9). 

He is the source of all comfort (2 Corinthians 1:3). He is kind and patient (2 Peter 3:9). He is righteous and 

faithful (Psalm 33:4). He is holy and just (1 John 1:9). He is our true King (Psalm 47:7). He is our Savior (Jude 
25). And he is inviting you to be not just his servant, but also his friend. If lasting love is what you’re looking for 
anywhere else, you are chasing the wind, seeking what you will never find, slowly being destroyed by your pursuit. 
 
But in Jesus, there is fullness of joy. In Jesus, there is a relationship worth everything, because He is everything. 
Run to him. 
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Lamenting The New Calamity 
John Piper 

 
 
 
 

 
Jesus died so that heterosexual and homosexual sinners might be saved. Jesus created sexuality, and has a 
clear will for how it is to be experienced in holiness and joy. 
 
His will is that a man might leave his father and mother and cleave to his wife, and that the two become 
one flesh (Mark 10:6–9). In this union, sexuality finds its God-appointed meaning, whether in personal-
physical unification, symbolic representation, sensual jubilation, or fruitful procreation. 
 
For those who have forsaken God’s path of sexual fulfillment, and walked into homosexual intercourse 
or heterosexual extramarital fornication or adultery, Jesus offers astonishing mercy. 
Such were some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. (1 Corinthians 6:11) 

Sin Institutionalized 
 
But on June 26, 2015, this salvation from sinful sexual acts was not embraced. Instead, there was massive 
institutionalization of sin. 
 
In a 5-to-4 decision, the Supreme Court of the United States of America ruled that states cannot ban 
same-sex marriage. 
 
The Bible is not silent about such decisions. Alongside its clearest explanation of the sin of homosexual 
intercourse (Romans 1:24–27) stands the indictment of the approval and institutionalization of it. 
Though people know intuitively that homosexual acts (along with gossip, slander, insolence, 
haughtiness, boasting, faithlessness, heartlessness, ruthlessness) are sin, “they not only do them but give 
approval to those who practice them” (Romans 1:29–32). “Many, of whom I have often told you and 
now tell you even with tears . . . glory in their shame” (Philippians 3:18–19). 
 
This is what the highest court in our land did today — knowing these deeds are wrong, yet approving 
“those who practice them.” 
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My sense is that we do not realize what a calamity is happening around us. The new thing — new for 
America, and new for history — is not homosexuality. That brokenness has been here since we were all 
broken in the fall of man. (And there is a great distinction between the orientation and the act — just 
like there is a great difference between my orientation to pride and the act of boasting.) 
 
What’s new is not even the celebration and approval of homosexual sin. Homosexual behavior has been 
exploited, and reveled in, and celebrated in art, for millennia. What’s new is normalization and 
institutionalization. This is the new calamity. 

A Call to Weep 
My main reason for writing is not to mount a political counterassault. I don’t think that is the calling of 
the church as such. My reason for writing is to help the church feel the sorrow of these days. And the 
magnitude of the assault on God and his image in man. 
 
Christians, more clearly than others, can see the tidal wave of pain that is on the way. Sin carries in it its 
own misery: “Men committing shameless acts with men and receiving in themselves the due penalty for 
their error” (Romans 1:27). 
 
And on top of sin’s self-destructive power comes, eventually, the final wrath of God: “sexual immorality, 
impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. On account of these the wrath of God 
is coming” (Colossians 3:5–6). 
 
Christians know what is coming, not only because we see it in the Bible, but because we have tasted the 
sorrowful fruit of our own sins. We do not escape the truth that we reap what we sow. Our marriages, 
our children, our churches, our institutions — they are all troubled because of our sins. 
 
The difference is: We weep over our sins. We don’t celebrate them. We don’t institutionalize them. We 
turn to Jesus for forgiveness and help. We cry to Jesus, “who delivers us from the wrath to come” (1 
Thessalonians 1:10). 
 
And in our best moments, we weep for the world, and for our own nation. In the days of Ezekiel, God 
put a mark of hope “on the foreheads of the men who sigh and groan over all the abominations that are 
committed in [Jerusalem]” (Ezekiel 9:4). 
 
This is what I am writing for. Not political action, but love for the name of God and compassion for the 
city of destruction. 
 
My eyes shed streams of tears, because people do not keep your law. (Psalm 119:136) 
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How To Respond To Questions 
About Sexual Orientation 

Questions For Digging Deeper 

*ANSWER THESE AFTER YOU READ THE ARTICLES* 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Why is it important to be prepared to answer questions on this particular subject? 

 

 

 

 

2. How can you back up your beliefs on sexuality with God’s Word?  

 

 

 

 

3. Is being tempted towards homosexual behavior a sin? Explain your answer. 

 

 

 

 

4. Asking questions can often help lead someone to a conclusion about a topic that they’d never arrive at under a 
different sort of pressure! What are some questions you might ask a camper struggling with this topic that would 
direct his/her focus in a Christlike manner? 

 

 

 



5. Why do you think that some Christians struggle to fully agree with and hold to the Biblical Truth on this topic? 

 

 

 

6. Why do you think that some Christians struggle with harsh/cruel/unGodly reactions to those embracing this 
lifestyle? 

 

 

 

7. Explain the method you’ll be using in response to discussion about sexual orientation. 

 

 

 

 

As you prepare your heart for camp, I pray that you’ll be bold enough to plead for courage. This particular sort of 
conversation can be frightening for someone without previous experience, but we DON’T need to live in fear! Our 

God is the King of Restoration. We can trust Him fully, and that trust frees us to speak to those around us with 
love and Godliness. Take heart! He has overcome the world. 

Romans 15:13 

 

 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may 
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
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